
A B O U T  T H E  P R O G R A M
the progr a m is organized and administered by the eusp Res Publica research center in 
collaboration with the departments of history and sociology and the Stasis Center for Practical 
Philosophy.

We start from the premise that modern political theory should retain its original ambitious 
calling: to analyze reality and human problems in a long term historical context, to understand 
the genealogy and specificity of modern forms of political and social experience and possible 
future scenarios for modern societies.

The modern world is changing quickly, and forms of knowledge are changing along with it. The 
most interesting things about modern philosophy and political theory occur where they cease 
to be purely speculative and join with the empirical social sciences to offer languages   of descrip-
tion and analytical techniques adequate to the reality of modern societies. The fundamental 
ideological revolution in European philosophy and the social sciences that began in the 1960s 
and 1980s touched the very foundations of a wide range of disciplines, from political science and 
sociology to history, anthropology and linguistics. It led to the destruction of old disciplinary 
barriers, the emergence of new approaches and research methods, and the consolidation of 
the logic of interdisciplinarity in social and humanitarian knowledge. In philosophy, it largely 
changed the very idea of   what “proper philosophical problems” are, and contributed to the for-
mation of new conceptual vocabularies and analytical techniques that opened up new research 
areas in the human sciences.

If you have questions about the master’s program and the Res Publica research center, please 
write to the program administrator Alena Ertceva: m a ertce va@eu.spb.ru.

T H E  P R O G R A M ’ S  S T R U C T U R E
the progr a m combines intensive training in modern philosophy and political theory (be-
yond the outdated division into “continental” and “analytical” traditions) with an early empha-
sis on practical research. The content of the main courses largely reflects the current state of 
research areas developed by the Res Publica center: the history and theory of political forms, 
classical republicanism, the “theory of practices” (sociology of everyday life) and the pragmatic 
turn in the social sciences, intellectual history and the history of concepts, the Enlightenment, 
governmentality studies, etc... 

Based on a system of research seminars and electives, students largely build independent ed-
ucational tracks in line with their research interests and their vision of their future personal 
career. The focus is on both an academic career and practical activities, where the knowledge 
and skills acquired in the program will be useful in working with texts and whole discourses, 
but also with digital data and media communications.

W H O  I S  T H I S  P R O G R A M  F O R ?
h av ing a background in philosoph y is not required for admission to the program. 
We invite applicants from a variety of educational backgrounds who have a passion for thought 
and research, and who are willing to commit themselves over the next two years to a very inten-
sive program that combines intellectual discipline and creative imagination.

C O U R S E S  |  N E X T  P A G E  →



R E Q U I R E D  C O U R S E S 
 · cl a ssica l r epublica nism: theory a nd history
 · moder n politica l a nd soci a l theory:  

a t ur n to st udy ing e v ery day pr ac tices  (theory of pr ac tices — 1)
 · k now ledge a bou t the pa st :  theory a nd history
 · history of concep ts
 · for eign (english) l a nguage
 · infor m ation technologies in aca demic projec ts
 · history of politica l a nd lega l thought from a n tiquit y  

to the fr ench r e volu tion
 · r ese a rch semina r

E L E C T I V E  C O U R S E S
•  theor ies of justice
•  the birth of politica l moder nit y :  

the enlightenmen t projec t
•  philosoph y of l a nguage
•  logic a nd theory of a rgumen tation
•  r ese a rch on soci a l inequa lit y
•  concep ts of pow er in pr e-petr ine rus’
•  russi a n soci a l a nd politica l cult ur e of the 18th–19th cen t ur ies
•  linguistic methods for st udy ing the history of wor ds  

a nd concep ts
•  source st udies:  te x t a nd con te x t
•  theory of pr ac tices — 2
•  soci a l theory
•  soci a l st udies of science a nd technology  — 1
•  a na ly tica l r e a ding a nd  theor ies of infor m ation  

“mining” philosoph y of l a nguage
•  logic a nd theory of a rgumen tation
•  r ese a rch on soci a l inequa lit y
•  concep ts of pow er in pr e-petr ine rus’
•  russi a n soci a l a nd politica l cult ur e  

of the 18th–19th cen t ur ies
•  linguistic methods for st udy ing the history  

of wor ds a nd concep ts
•  source st udies:  te x t a nd con te x t
•  theory of pr ac tices — 2
•  soci a l theory
•  soci a l st udies of science a nd technology — 1
•  a na ly tica l r e a ding a nd  theor ies of infor m ation “mining”
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