Contents

Introduction

PARTI RECONSTRUCTING MAJOR THEMES

Introduction

1

Max Weber’s Types of Rationality: Cornerstones for the Analysis
of Rationalization Processes in History

General Features of Weber’s Types of Rationality and
Rationalization Processes

The Types of Rationality: Practical, Theoretical, Substantive, and
Formal

Comparing and Contrasting the Types of Rationality

Rationalization Processes in General and Rationalization in
Modern Societies

Should the “Dynamic Autonomy” of Ideas Matter to Sociologists?
Max Weber on the Origin of Other-Worldly Salvation Religions
and the Constitution of Groups in American Society Today

The Dynamic Autonomy of Religious Ideas: The Problem of
Suffering and Religious Development

Should Sociologists Attend to the Dynamic Autonomy of Ideas?
Their Re-Location and the Constitution of Groups in American
Society Today

The Past and Present Influence of World Views: Max Weber on a
Neglected Sociological Concept

Weber’s Definition of World Views

The Influence of World Views: Their Sustaining Autonomy and
Dynamic¢ Autonomy

Conveying the Cognitive Thrust of World Views: Salvation
Doctrines, Social Carriers, and Social Configurations

Today: The Fading of World Views

10

13

15

18
28

35

43

47

63

73

74

76

81
87




Max Weber s Comparative-Historical Sociology Today

PART IT WEBER’S MODE OF CAUSAL ANALYSIS

Introduction

4

The Perpetual and Tight Interweaving of Past and Present in Max
Weber’s Sociology

The Level of Analysis: Ideal Types and Social Carriers
Weber’s Multicausality I: The Broad Spectrum

Weber’s Multicausality II: Societal Domains

What Can Arise: The Importance of Context

The Perpetual and Tight Interweaving of Past and Present

Macro Comparisons: Precautions, Possibilities, Achievements, and
Limitations

Macro Comparisons: Weber’s Precautions
Macro Comparisons are Possible: The Usefulness of Ideal Types
Macro Comparisons: Achievements and Limitations

The Theoretical Framework and Causal Methodology

The Theoretical Framework: Ideal Types and Societal Domains
The Causal Methodology

PART III RECONSTRUCTING SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS

FROM WEBER’S OEUVRE: THE RISE AND EXPANSION
OF CONFUCIANISM, THE CASTE SYSTEM, AND
MONOTHEISM

Introduction

7

The Rise and Expansion of Confucianism in China

Confucianism’s Major Features

Degrees of Causal Centrality: Facilitating and Necessary Patterns
of Action

Synchronic and Diachronic Interactions of Patterned Action

The Contextual Dependence of Action-Orientations: Adequate
Causality from Conjunctural Interactions

94

97

99
101
103
108
110
113
113
122
127
129

129
132

142

145

146

148
155

160



Contents

The Rise and Expansion of the Caste System in India

Degrees of Causal Centrality: Facilitating and Necessary Patterns
of Action

Synchronic and Diachronic Interactions of Patterned Action

The Contextual Dependence of Patterned Action-Orientations:
Adequate Causality from Conjunctural Interactions

The Rise and Expansion of Monotheism in Ancient Israel

Degrees of Causal Centrality: Facilitating and Necessary Patterns
of Action

Synchronic and Diachronic Interactions of Patterned Action

The Contextual Dependence of Patterned Action: Adequate
Causality from Conjunctural Interactions

PART IV UTILIZING WEBER I: THE IMPORTANCE OF DEEP

CULTURE

Introduction

10

Ll

The Legacies of Ascetic Protestantism and American Uniqueness:
The Political Culture of the United States

Foundations of the American Political Culture I: Community
Building through Ascetic Protestant Sects, Ascetic Protestant
Churches, and Civic Associations

Foundations of the American Political Culture 1I: The Location of
Political-Ethical Action and the Strengthening of Community
Building

Contemporary Manifestations of the Sect Legacy I: “Moral
Character” and the “Can Do” Posture in American Election
Campaigns

Contemporary Manifestations of the Sect Legacy II: The Unique
Features of American Provincialism

The Cultural Foundations of Modern Citizenship

Pre-Modern Citizenship

Modern Citizenship: Civic Responsibility, Social Trust,
Egalitarianism, and World-Oriented Individualism

Modern Citizenship’s Internal Tensions

X1

165

166

178

177

179

181

188

190

194

195

196

197

199

202

205

205

211
222




xii

Max Weber s Comparative-Historical Sociology Today

PARTV  UTILIZING WEBER I1: MULTI-CAUSAL AND

CONTEXTUAL-CONJUNCTURAL ANALYSES

Introduction

12

13

The Origin and Expansion of Kulturpessimismus: The Relationship
Between Public and Private Spheres in Early Twentieth-Century
Germany

A Weberian Approach

The Cultural Context: The Public Sphere in Germany in the
Pre-Industrial and Industrial Eras

A Theoretical Analysis of the Origins and Expansion of
Kulturpessimismus: The Dynamic Interaction of Public and
Private Spheres in Germany at the Turn of the Century

On the Persistance of Cultural Values Despite Fundamental
Structural Change: Paying the Cultural Dimension its Due

Culture and the Location of Work in Contemporary Western
Germany: A Weberian Configurational and Comparative Analysis

A Weberian Theoretical Framework

Ascertaining the Location of Work in Contemporary Western
Germany

Past and Present I: The Turn-of-the-Century Configuration in
Germany and the Establishment of Public Trust

Past and Present II: The Decline of the Beamtentum and the Equal
Competition of Work Motivations in the FRG

The Location of Work in the FRG: The Occupational, Private, and
Leisure Spheres

PART VI CONCLUSION: BRINGING WEBER BACK IN

Appendix I  The Centrality of Societal Domains in Max Weber’s

Sociology: Werner Sombart’s Challenge

Appendix I Max Weber’s Sociology of Emotions: A Preliminary

Analysis

Appendix III  Stephen Kalberg’s Writings on Max Weber

References

Index

226

227

229

232

241

246

249

250

256

265

272

276

285
291
301

311
331




Introduction

Max Weber (1864—-1920), the son of an influential member of the Reichstag
and an activist Protestant mother, came to maturity in Berlin in an intellectually
lively home frequently visited by the Bismarckian era’s leading politicians and
intellectuals. After receiving an outstanding secondary education in languages,
history, and the classics, he studied law, economics, history, and philosophy in
Heidelberg, Strasbourg, Berlin, and Géttingen.

Although his first appointments at Freiburg University (1894) and Heidelberg
University (1897) were in Economics departments, he is best known today as
one of the three major founders of modern Sociology and as an intellectual giant
of interdisciplinary scholarship in the social sciences. His projects expanded far
beyond the range of themes commonly explored by researchers past and present.

He investigated, for example, the distinctiveness of Japanese feudalism
compared to Russian, English, German, and Islamic feudalism, the possibilities
for democracy in Russia, the productivity of Eastern European and German farm
workers, “exemplary” prophets in India and “ethical” prophets in ancient Israel,
and the ways in which persons pursue high social status even in egalitarian and
democratic societies. Although ranging far and wide, Weber’s research evidences
coherent procedures and strategies, as will become apparent in this volume. It also
manifests an overarching concern.’

He sought to explore the origin of the modern West and the direction of
its further development. Will its trajectory lead to a new civilization inhabited
by citizens in possession of ethical ideals and notions of individual and civic
responsibility? Will compassion become circumscribed, indeed to such an extent
that the future will resemble a “steel-hard casing” dominated by impersonal and
instrumental relationships? While welcoming the opportunities offered by the
modern age for a burgeoning of individualism, higher standards of living, and
an escape from the feudal chains of the past, Weber saw few firm guidelines for
persons who sought to establish a comprehensive, value-based meaning for their
lives (2005: 251-72). How, he queried, shall we live with dignity in the new era
on the horizon?

These questions weighed heavily on him. While a search for answers pushed
many in his generation throughout Europe toward philosophical speculation,
Weber embarked upon unusually wide-ranging and detailed empirical research.
Significant to all his concerns, the modernizing West gave birth to a type of
capitalism, he argued, that diverged from the capitalism found universally. An

1 On the personal and political constellations that delineated the background
dynamics behind the formation of his major themes, see Kalberg 2011a: 305-15, 348-56.
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industrial, highly organized, middle class-based economy developed in Western
Europe and northern America earlier than in China or India, he maintained. And
why did this modern capitalism of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries never
appear in the West’s ancient or medieval eras? What causal role did technological
innovations and expanded commerce play? For what reasons did an “economic
ethic” that sanctified methodical work and the accumulation of wealth and profit
arise with seventeenth-century Puritanism—and how can the causal impact of this
“Protestant ethic” be evaluated? Parallel questions informed his vast comparative-
historical studies on democracy, law, rulership (Herrschaft), and the state.?

Weber’s sociology has broadly and deeply influenced the social sciences.
Translated extremely widely, his works have been read and debated across the
globe without interruption for more than 100 years. Even his most severe critics
frequently borrow from his oeuvre.

This volume first reconstructs several major themes in Weber’s corpus and his
mode of causal analysis. It then utilizes his methodology in order to a) reconstruct
his causal argument in three cases left incomplete in his writings and b) provide
causal analyses of four separate developments. Hence, in these latter chapters
Weber is applied. This study seeks in this manner to demonstrate the enduring
relevance of Weber’s sociology and its usefulness today.’ Let us be more precise.

Part I reconstructs in depth three major themes: Weber’s definition of four “types
of rationality” and his analysis of the influence of “rationalization processes” in
the unfolding of Western history; the origin and development of “other-worldly”
salvation religions; and the rise and influence of “world views” (Weltbilder).
Part II reconstructs the complex mode of causal analysis he actually practices
in his comparative-historical studies. Three chapters seek to convey the rigor of
his concepts and research procedures. By reference to this mode of analysis, this
volume then reconstructs in Part I1I several case studies left incomplete in Weber’s
works: the rise and expansion of Confucianism in China, the caste system in India,
and monotheism in ancient Israel.

Finally, this study in Parts IV and V moves beyond a “reconstructing Weber”
agenda to a demonstration of his methodology’s capacity to offer powerful causal
analyses. [t is now utilized in order to explain the origins of four independent cases:
the sources of a) singular aspects of the American political culture, b) the cultural
foundations of moderm citizenship, ¢) the cultural pessimism (Kulturpessimismus)
widespread in Weber’s Germany, and d) the societal “location” of work in
contemporary German society. Throughout, a dialogue with prominent present-
day schools of comparative-historical sociology is pursued.

2 For Weber’s masterful summary of the West’s uniqueness and his formulation of
these queries, see his preface to the Economic Ethics of the World Religions series (2009:
233-50).

3 In this way it builds upon my earlier volume (1994). See below.
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This volume complements the author’s Max Weber 5 Comparative-Historical
Saciology (1994).* Two tasks dominated this study: a reconstruction of Weber’s
research procedures and a comparison to those dominant in three present-day
approaches: Charles Tilly’s interpretive-historical school, Theda Skocpol’s state-
centered theorizing, and Immanuel Wallerstein’s World Systems perspective (see
Kalberg 1994: 1-19, 195-204 et passim). This aim—“to explain Weber” through
a dialogue with recent schools—constitutes one major thread in the present study.
As mentioned, although it also reconstructs his research strategies, this volume
pursues additional tasks: it reconstructs three of Weber’s main themes and three
prominent causal analyses from his texts; furthermore, it applies Weber’s rigorous
causal methodology to four cases. To my knowledge, the vast commentary on his
oeuvre has never yielded a study along these lines.’

As indicated, most chapters below address concepts, research strategies, and
modes of causal analysis commonly found in comparative-historical sociology
today. This sustained dialogue with Weber will demarcate, it is hoped, the
uniqueness of his perspective and its particular strengths in respect to present-day
approaches and schools. The emphasis throughout will be upon:

» The causal influence of culture and, in particular, of religion;

« The tight interlocking in Weber’s sociology of the present with the past;

+ His attention to “deep context” causes, whether those anchored in the
religion, rulership, the economy, or law “societal domains”;

«  Weber’s focus upon causes and a rigorous mode of causal analysis, and in
particular the orientation of his investigations to multiple causes and their
dynamic—or conjunctural-—interaction;

+ His orientation to the influence of both synchronic (present / present) and
diachronic (past / present) interactions of patterned action;

«  Weber’s formulation and utilization of concepts (“ideal types”), including
a domains-based theoretical framework that offers guidelines for empirical
investigation;

« His stress upon the importance of constructing rigorous procedures that
assist both the theoretical framing and causal explanation of empirical
cases;

*  Weber’s attention to values as potential causes of regular action;

» His focus upon the enduring interaction of values and ideas with, in
particular, economic, rulership, and power interests;

4 Following a procedure utilized there, citation to both the English and German
versions of Weber’s texts will be given throughout this volume (with the exception of two
chapters). Bibliographical information regarding the German sources can be found in the
Bibliography.

5 All chapters (except the appendices) have been published previously. They appear
here in revised form; several have been substantially re-written. Publication data regarding
original versions are provided at the beginning of each chapter.
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*  Weber’s insistence, in opposition to all organic holism schools, upon
viewing societies as a vast pluralism of groups and prominent societal
spheres (for example, the economy, rulership, religion, law, and status
honor societal arenas);®

» His contention that groups and organizations are constituted alone from the
patterned action-orientations of persons;

» Finally, Weber’s view that states of competition — and even conflict — are
normally widespread and enduring across every society’s multiple groups.

It must be noted at the outset that this study offers more than a fleeting glance at
Weber’s comparative-historical sociology. All chapters present multi-dimensional
discussions rather than snapshops or straightforward recapitulations. Following
his sociology generally, this volume a) attends to arrays of contextual patterns
of action that influence the rise and expansion of new patterns of action; b)
emphasizes multiple regularities of action and their conjunctural, or dynamic,
interaction over reductionist, monocausal procedures; and c) stresses the
explanation of unique cases—and the various long-range and short-range patterns
of action that influenced their origin and development—over the formulation of
general laws. As this study will testify, Weber abjures linear progressions, neo-
evolutionary certainties, cyclical and stage theories, a-historical concepts, and
all levelled terrains. He discovers contradictions and conundra throughout the
course of history as well as in the present era—and in all civilizations. Unforeseen
consequences and paradoxical outcomes abound in his works.

Weber deserves his reputation as a “difficult theorist.” Every effort has been
made to present the central features and analytic power of his comparative-
historical project in an accessible manner. An in-depth overview of all chapters
will summarize this volume’s main contours and chart its trajectories.

An Overview

Part I (Chapters 1-3) addresses three pivotal themes. Apparent throughout his
oeuvre, all play central parts in his attempt to define the West’s uniqueness and
systematically to analyze its causal origins.

Chapter 1 reconstructs four “types of rationality” (Rationalitditstypen)—formal,
substantive, theoretical, and practical—scattered in diffuse corners of Weber’s
works. Taken together, they form indispensable concepts at the foundation of his
analysis of the rationalization processes that have appeared throughout history
and, in particular, in the course of the West’s development. In its conclusion, this
discussion turns to an examination of the ways in which the types of rationality
assist conceptualization of dilemmas widespread in modern Western societies.

6 Terms such as domains of life, societal arenas, and life-spheres will be used
synonymously throughout (Lebensbereiche, Lebenssphdre, Lebensordnungen).




Max Weber’s Comparative-Historical
Sociology Today

Major Themes, Mode of Causal Analysis, and Applications

Boston University, USA

Bringing together the author’s major scholarly work on Weber over the last 30 years,
Max Weber’s Comparative-Historical Sociology Today addresses major themes in Weber’s
thought, whilst also examining the mode of analysis practised in his comparative-
historical writings.

By exploring Weber’s concepts and procedures, the individual chapters seek to
convey the rigor of his research strategies, demonstrating their uniqueness. In
this light, this study proceeds to identify as incomplete and then reconstruct the
analyses undertaken by Weber of the rise of Confucianism in China, the caste
system in India, and monotheism in ancient Israel. The analysis then advances to
the modern era, utilizing Weber’s research procedures to explain the origins of
four independent phenomena: the singularity of the American political culture, the
cultural foundations of modern citizenship, cultural pessimism (Kulturpessimismus) in
nineteenth-century Germany, and the “location” of work in contemporary German
society. A dialogue with a variety of recent major schools is pursued throughout
this volume.

Offering a rich examination of the major themes in Weber’s sociology, alongside a
reconstruction of his mode of analysis and application of his approach, this book
will appeal to scholars around the world with interests in social theory, German
and American societies, cultural sociology, political sociology, the sociology of
knowledge, comparative-historical sociology, and the sociology of civilizations.

Stephen Kalberg has long been a penetrating and original interpreter of Weber’s work. His
publications stand out in the large Weber literature by focusing on Weber’s modes of analysis
that remain fruitful today, a century later. Putting that claim of continuing relevance to multiple

tests, this is a significant publication.
Dietrich Rueschemeyer, Brown University, USA, author of Usable Theory: Analytic
Tools for Social and Political Research

Both in the complexity of his work and its relevance to the crisis of his time Weber finds in

Kalberg a commentator who is equal to the task of demonstrating how only an equivalent

project could match up to the demands that the current global crisis makes on social science.
Martin Albrow, University of Wales, UK
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