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Monday 2 November

10:00 – 11:00. Opening
Louwrence  Hacquebord (Director of Wilhelm Barents Institute, University of Groningen).  

Ronald Doel (CEE project leader, ESF EUROCORES Program BOREAS, Florida State University). 
Doubravka Olsakova ( ESF Science Officer). 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee-break

11:30 – 13:00. Session 1. Resource exploitation in the Polar areas – why there, why at that time?
Chair and discussant: Dag Avango (University of Groningen).
Alexei Kraikovski (European University at St. Petersburg). The networks and markets behind the Pomors on Spitsbergen.

Margarita Dadykina (European University at St. Petersburg) & Yaroslava Alekseeva (Institute of Oceanology, RAS, Moscow). Pomors on Spitsbergen: who were they? 

Hidde De Haas (University of Groningen). Business opportunity or bubble? The Dutch mining activities on Spitsbergen, 1915-1932
13:00 – 14:30 Lunch

14:30 – 18:00.
Session 2. Geo-politics, knowledge and the control of natural resources in the polar areas.
14:30 – 15:30. Chair and discussant: Ronald Doel (Florida State University).
Frigga Kruse (University of Groningen). Spitsbergen – imperialists beyond the British Empire.
Dag Avango (University of Groningen). Constructing polar histories through science and industry.
15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break

16:00 – 18:00. Chair and discussant: Julia Lajus (European University at St. Petersburg).

Ronald E. Doel (Florida State University). Strategies for Controlling the Cold War North: The Beginnings of a Comparison between United States and Canadian Perspectives on the North American Arctic. 
Kristine Harper (Florida State University). "The Nation Who Controls the Weather Controls the World": How the Soviets Spurred U.S. Weather Control Research During the Cold War. 

Urban Wråkberg (Barents Research Institute). The Scramble for the Arctic – A Conflict of Geopolitical Discourses?

Louwrens Hacquebord (University of Groningen). Back to the future: oil, gas, shipping and the present struggle for influence in the Arctic.

Tuesday 3 November

9:30 – 13:00. Session 3. Technologies and settlements for polar areas.
9:30 – 11:00. Chair and discussant: Louwrens Hacquebord (University of Groningen).
Vadim Starkov & Vladimir Prokurnov (Institute of Archeology, RAS, Moscow). Participation of the Institute of Archaeology in the research program of International Polar Year 2008-2009. 

Ypie Aalders (University of Groningen). Perceptions of polar resources: a comparison of the animal remains of the Dutch whaling station Smeerenburg and the Russian hunting station Kokerihamna.

Ulf Gustafsson (University of Groningen). Deconstructing the Svend Foyn myth – the development of the modern whaling Industry in the circumpolar Arctic 1870-1910

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee- break

11:30 – 13:00. Chair and discussant: Urban Wråkberg (Barents Research Institute).
Cameron Hartnell (Michigan Technological University). The Heritage Significance of Arctic Coal Company Remains and Spitsbergen's Coal Mining Era. 
Alexandr Portsel (Murmansk Technical University). Barentsburg: Soviet period in history of the mine. 

Seth DePasqual (Michigan Technological University). Winning Coal at 78˚ North: Mining, Contingency and the Chaîne Opératoire in Old Longyear City.
13:00 – 14:30. Lunch

14:30 – 17: 00  
General discussion, future plans.

Chair: Doubravka Olsakova (ESF Science Officer).
19:00. Conference dinner

Wednesday 4 November 

9:30 – 12:00. Session 4. Narratives of natural resource studies and exploitation in polar areas.
9:30 – 10:30. Chair and discussant: Suzanne Zeller (Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada)
Louwrens Hacquebord (University of Groningen). God and the Arctic Survivors; representation of the Arctic environment in seventeenth century European wintering logbooks.
Julia Lajus (European University at St. Petersburg). Perceptions of “the Arctic warming” in the 1930s in the context of Soviet polar exploration and resource use.
10:30 – 11:00 Coffee-break

11:00 – 12:00. Chair and discussant: Kris Harper (Florida State University).
Suzanne Zeller (Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada) & Christopher Jacob Ries (Denmark).  Wild Men In and Out of Science: Negotiating the Professional - Popular Borderland in Arctic Canada and Greenland during the early 20th c. 

Dag Avango (University of Groningen) & Anders Houltz (Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm). “The essence of the adventure”: narratives of Arctic work and engineering in the early 20th century

12:00 – 13:00. 
Final discussion.

Chair: Louwrens Hacquebord (University of Groningen). 
13:00 – 14:30 Lunch.
